February 26th, 2006

Hi
This will be a short letter. Not much happened and no pictures to fill up the space! 

The run last Monday was in sunny conditions after some drizzle while travelling to the start. Ran from Tai Po to Fanling via Tai Mo Shan (though turned off before reaching the peak) and Kadoorie Farm. You may remember that for the final leg (about 90 minutes) last year there was a very strong wind that was blowing rain into my face like bullets. Well, in spite of that, this year’s run, this year took 3 hr 40 min, which was 3 min slower than last year! 

Wednesday was Budget day. The Financial Secretary gave almost no concessions but also did not increase the costs of anything. There was not even any income tax break, even after he had been making strong hints in the past few weeks that there would be. One group of people who got a small concession was homeowners who have a mortgage. However, any homeowners who had saved up for their home and have no mortgage got nothing! HK still has a large surplus and if the predictions of government critics are correct, in a few years the government will have so much income that it would not need to get any money from income tax!! To widen the tax ‘net’, the Financial Secretary talked about introducing a Goods and Services Tax (GST) sometime, something that had been considered under his predecessor and rejected. I don’t tend to favour a GST as it hits those at the bottom of the economic ladder. For example, if someone earns only $6000 a month, all most of that money will need to be spent on food and other goods and services and if GST is, say, 12.5%, the $750 paid is a substantial amount of tax for this person. However, for someone earning, say, $100 000 a month and not paying much more on goods and services, the $750+ GST tax paid will not be much of an extra burden when he is already paying about $15 000 in income tax.
On Thursday, I visited a dermatologist in a government clinic in Tuen Mun. Quite a young guy (who has the name ‘Gavin’), though I couldn’t see him properly as he was wearing a face mask. Being young, he probably gets a job first with the government then goes private once he has some experience. Anyway, he just asked questions, made many notes, and examined my lesions. Got an appointment for a biopsy next Monday. They will excise a bit from the nose and hand lesions. 
Last week, I mentioned the attacks from hackers. Now, however, they are coming thick and fast. As well as Korea and China, Taiwan is now included! 

That’s about it for this time. Not very much. 
Cheers.
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